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Two Kinds Of Knowledge E W Kenyon

two kinds of knowledge e w kenyon Understanding the nature of knowledge has been a fundamental
pursuit of philosophers, educators, and thinkers throughout history. One influential perspective comes from E.
W. Kenyon, who articulated a nuanced view on the different kinds of knowledge that shape human
understanding and learning. According to Kenyon, there are primarily two distinct types of knowledge: factual
knowledge and procedural knowledge. Recognizing and differentiating these categories is essential for
effective teaching, learning, and personal development. In this article, we will explore these two kinds of
knowledge as defined by E. W. Kenyon, their characteristics, significance, and how they interplay to influence
our comprehension of the world.

Understanding the Two Kinds of Knowledge According to E. W.
Kenyon

E. W. Kenyon’s classification of knowledge emphasizes the different ways in which humans acquire, process,
and utilize information. His framework helps clarify the roles that different types of knowledge play in our
intellectual and practical lives. The two kinds of knowledge Kenyon identified are:

1. Factual Knowledge

Factual knowledge refers to the information that is concrete, specific, and often verifiable. It encompasses
facts, data, and details about the world that can be observed, measured, or confirmed. This type of knowledge
forms the foundation for understanding basic concepts and building more complex ideas. Characteristics of



Factual Knowledge:

Concrete and Specific: Factual knowledge involves specific details rather than abstract or general ideas.1.
Verifiable: The facts can be checked and confirmed through observation, experimentation, or authoritative2.
sources.
Memorization-Based: Often learned through rote memorization, repetition, or direct experience.3.
Context-Dependent: Facts are often tied to particular contexts or situations, which influence their4.
interpretation.

Examples of Factual Knowledge:

The capital city of France is Paris.1.
Water boils at 100°C at standard atmospheric pressure.2.
The earth revolves around the sun.3.
There are 50 states in the United States.4.

Importance of Factual Knowledge: - Provides the basic building blocks for understanding complex concepts. -
Enables informed decision-making based on accurate information. - Serves as a reference point for further
learning and reasoning.

2. Procedural Knowledge

Procedural knowledge, in contrast, pertains to knowing how to do something. It involves skills, techniques,
and processes that enable an individual to perform tasks effectively. This type of knowledge is often tacit,
meaning it may not be explicitly articulated but demonstrated through action. Characteristics of Procedural
Knowledge:
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Skill-Based: Focuses on the ability to perform specific tasks or operations.1.
Implicit or Tacit: Often learned through practice rather than direct instruction, making it difficult to2.
articulate fully.
Application-Oriented: Used in real-world tasks, from riding a bike to solving mathematical problems.3.
Develops Over Time: Becomes more refined with experience and repetition.4.

Examples of Procedural Knowledge:

Knowing how to drive a car.1.
Writing a computer program.2.
Cooking a specific recipe.3.
Playing a musical instrument.4.

Importance of Procedural Knowledge: - Facilitates practical tasks and everyday activities. - Enhances
efficiency and proficiency in various skills. - Encourages experiential learning and mastery through practice.

The Significance of Differentiating the Two Types of Knowledge

Kenyon’s distinction between factual and procedural knowledge underscores their complementary roles in
education and personal growth. Recognizing the differences helps educators design more effective teaching
strategies and students adopt a balanced approach to learning.

1. Impact on Teaching and Learning Strategies

Understanding whether a subject requires primarily factual or procedural knowledge influences instructional
methods. For Factual Knowledge: - Emphasize memorization, drills, and reinforcement techniques. - Use
flashcards, quizzes, and factual recall exercises. - Encourage note-taking and highlighting key information.



For Procedural Knowledge: - Incorporate hands-on activities, simulations, and practice sessions. - Use
demonstrations, apprenticeships, and experiential learning. - Provide opportunities for repeated practice and
feedback.

2. Role in Cognitive Development

Distinguishing between the two types helps in developing a well-rounded intellect. - Factual knowledge
enhances understanding of the world and supports reasoning. - Procedural knowledge develops skills,
problem-solving abilities, and adaptability. Balancing Both for Holistic Development: - Factual knowledge
provides the foundation for understanding concepts. - Procedural knowledge allows for applying that
understanding practically. - An integrated approach ensures learners can both recall information and utilize it
effectively.

Interplay Between Factual and Procedural Knowledge

While Kenyon categorizes these as distinct, in practice, they are interconnected.

1. Interdependency in Learning

- Mastery of factual knowledge often facilitates the acquisition of procedural skills. - For example, knowing the
facts about grammar rules (factual knowledge) supports effective sentence construction (procedural
knowledge). - Conversely, practicing procedures can reinforce the retention of factual information.

2. Developmental Progression

- Learners typically acquire factual knowledge first, which then serves as a basis for developing procedural
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skills. - Over time, procedural mastery can lead to more automatic recall of facts, reducing cognitive load.

3. Examples in Educational Contexts:

- Mathematics: Memorizing multiplication tables (factual) and solving complex equations (procedural). -
Language Learning: Learning vocabulary (factual) and constructing sentences or conversations (procedural). -
Science: Knowing the parts of a cell (factual) and conducting experiments (procedural).

Practical Implications for Learners and Educators

Applying Kenyon’s insights on the two kinds of knowledge can significantly enhance educational outcomes.

1. For Learners

- Focus on understanding the nature of the knowledge they are acquiring. - Develop strategies tailored to each
type: memorization for facts, practice for skills. - Recognize the importance of both in achieving mastery.

2. For Educators

- Design curricula that balance factual content with opportunities for skill development. - Use diverse teaching
methods aligned with the type of knowledge targeted. - Assess both factual recall and procedural proficiency
to gauge student progress.

Conclusion

E. W. Kenyon’s delineation of two kinds of knowledge—factual and procedural—provides a valuable
framework for understanding how humans acquire and utilize information. Recognizing the differences and



interplay between these types enables more effective teaching, learning, and application across various fields.
Whether in education, professional development, or personal growth, appreciating the distinct roles of factual
and procedural knowledge fosters a more comprehensive and practical approach to knowledge acquisition. By
integrating both, individuals can develop a robust understanding of the world and the skills necessary to
navigate it successfully. This comprehensive exploration underscores the importance of differentiating and
harmonizing factual and procedural knowledge in pursuit of lifelong learning and mastery.

Two kinds of knowledge E.W. Kenyon In the realm of spiritual understanding and personal development,
the teachings of E.W. Kenyon stand out as a foundational influence for many believers and thinkers. Kenyon, a
prominent Christian mystic and author of the early 20th century, articulated insights into the nature of
knowledge that continue to resonate today. Central to his philosophy are the concepts of two distinct kinds of
knowledge—one rooted in the physical realm and the other in the spiritual realm. These two kinds of
knowledge delineate the boundaries between empirical understanding and divine insight, shaping how
individuals perceive their world, their faith, and their potential for transformation. This article explores these
two kinds of knowledge as defined by E.W. Kenyon, examining their characteristics, implications, and
relevance to contemporary spiritual practice.

Understanding the Two Kinds of Knowledge: An Overview

E.W. Kenyon's teachings revolve around the premise that human experience is governed by two fundamentally
different types of knowledge. Recognizing and distinguishing these types enables believers to navigate life
more effectively, aligning their understanding with divine truth rather than mere human perception. Kenyon
identified these two kinds of knowledge as: - Natural Knowledge: Knowledge derived from the physical senses
and empirical observation. - Revealed or Divine Knowledge: Knowledge imparted through spiritual revelation,
divine insight, and faith. While these categories might seem straightforward, Kenyon emphasized their
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profound implications for spiritual growth, mental health, and the believer's relationship with God.
Distinguishing between these two types encourages believers to prioritize divine insight over limited human
understanding, fostering a more profound connection with divine truth.

Natural Knowledge: The Realm of Empiricism and Human
Understanding

Definition and Characteristics

Natural knowledge, as described by Kenyon, is the understanding acquired through the five senses—sight,
hearing, taste, touch, and smell—and through logical reasoning and scientific inquiry. It encompasses all
information obtained from the physical world and forms the basis of scientific and everyday understanding.
Key features include: - Based on sensory perception and empirical evidence. - Limited to what can be
observed, measured, and tested. - Subject to change and correction as new information becomes available. -
Often influenced by personal biases, cultural conditioning, and incomplete data. Kenyon acknowledged the
importance of natural knowledge as foundational for navigating the physical aspects of life, such as health,
safety, and material resources. However, he warned that over-reliance on this type of knowledge could lead to
a sense of limitation or despair when faced with circumstances beyond human control.

Limitations of Natural Knowledge

While natural knowledge is essential for daily living, Kenyon pointed out its inherent limitations in addressing
spiritual and unseen realities: - It cannot provide answers to spiritual questions such as purpose, destiny, or
divine will. - It may foster fear or doubt when confronted with circumstances that defy logical explanation. - It
is susceptible to deception, misinformation, and human error. - It lacks the power to transform or regenerate



the human spirit; it can only inform the mind. For example, scientific understanding of disease can inform
treatment, but it does not inherently provide healing or spiritual wholeness. This gap between empirical
knowledge and spiritual needs underscores the necessity of embracing divine knowledge.

Revealed or Divine Knowledge: The Realm of Spiritual Truth and
Faith

Definition and Characteristics

Divine knowledge, according to Kenyon, is the knowledge that comes through divine revelation—direct insight
from God, spiritual illumination, and faith-based understanding. It transcends the limitations of natural senses
and taps into the spiritual realm where divine truths reside. Key features include: - Originates from God, the
Holy Spirit, or spiritual illumination. - Accessible through faith, prayer, meditation, and spiritual study. -
Immutable and unchanging because it is rooted in divine truth. - Empowers believers with confidence, hope,
and divine authority. Kenyon emphasized that divine knowledge is essential for understanding God's promises,
the nature of Christ, and the spiritual principles that govern the universe. It is this knowledge that enables
believers to live victorious lives, manifest divine healing, and walk in divine wisdom.

Sources and Acquisition of Divine Knowledge

Divine knowledge is not something that can be wholly obtained through human effort; it is a gift and an
unfolding process facilitated by spiritual disciplines: - Reading and meditating on the Scriptures: The Bible is
the primary source of divine knowledge. - Prayer and communion with God: Open communication invites
divine revelation. - Spiritual discernment and intuition: The Holy Spirit guides believers into truth. -
Fellowship with other believers: Shared experiences can deepen spiritual insight. - Experiential encounters:
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Personal encounters with the divine reinforce faith and understanding. Kenyon believed that divine knowledge
is characterized by a sense of certainty and peace that surpasses natural reasoning. When believers receive
divine insight, it often comes with a conviction that cannot be shaken, providing a firm foundation for faith
and action.

Contrasting Natural and Divine Knowledge: Key Differences and
Interplay

Understanding the contrast between these two kinds of knowledge is crucial for spiritual maturity. Kenyon
provided a detailed comparison: | Aspect | Natural Knowledge | Divine Knowledge | |||| | Source | Senses,
reason, scientific inquiry | God, Holy Spirit, divine revelation | | Nature | Empirical, measurable | Spiritual,
intuitive, unchanging | | Limitations | Limited to physical reality; subject to error | Unlimited; accessible
through faith | | Purpose | Navigates physical life | Transforms spiritual life, aligns with divine purpose | |
Stability | Changeable; evolves with new discoveries | Immutable; rooted in divine truth | Interplay and
Balance Kenyon did not dismiss natural knowledge but emphasized that it must serve as a foundation rather
than a substitute for divine insight. The believer's growth involves balancing empirical understanding with
spiritual revelation. Recognizing when to rely on faith and divine knowledge is a hallmark of spiritual
discernment.

Implications for Personal and Spiritual Development

Kenyon’s distinction between the two kinds of knowledge offers practical guidance for believers seeking a
victorious life: 1. Prioritize Divine Knowledge in Decision-Making When confronted with life's challenges,
believers are encouraged to seek divine guidance through prayer and scripture. Relying solely on natural
knowledge can lead to confusion or despair, especially in circumstances that defy human understanding. 2.



Develop Faith as a Source of Knowledge Faith becomes a conduit for divine insight, enabling believers to
perceive spiritual truths that are invisible to the natural eye. This faith-based knowledge sustains hope and
confidence. 3. Guard Against Misinformation Kenyon warned that natural knowledge could be misleading if
untempered by divine insight. Believers must discern when to trust their spiritual intuition over empirical
evidence, especially in matters of health, finances, or relationships. 4. Cultivate Spiritual Disciplines Practices
such as prayer, meditation, and studying scripture are essential for opening oneself to divine knowledge.
Regular spiritual discipline enhances sensitivity to the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 5. Use Natural Knowledge
Responsibly While divine insight is paramount, natural knowledge remains vital in practical affairs. The key is
to recognize its limitations and not depend on it exclusively for life’s decisions.

Relevance to Contemporary Spiritual Practice and Thought

In today’s context, the dichotomy Kenyon described remains highly relevant. The proliferation of
information—scientific, technological, and social—has expanded natural knowledge exponentially. Yet, many
individuals and communities seek a deeper spiritual understanding that transcends empirical facts. Modern
applications include: - Integrating faith and science: Recognizing that scientific discovery and divine insight
can coexist, enriching human understanding. - Addressing existential questions: Using divine knowledge to
find purpose, hope, and moral guidance amid a complex, often chaotic world. - Healing and wellness:
Combining natural medicine with faith-based healing principles rooted in divine knowledge. - Personal
empowerment: Believing in divine promises enables individuals to overcome fears and limitations imposed by
natural circumstances. Kenyon’s teachings also challenge modern believers to discern between knowledge
that elevates the human spirit and knowledge that merely informs the mind. The pursuit of divine knowledge
can lead to a more meaningful, victorious life, grounded in divine truth rather than transient worldly realities.
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Conclusion: Embracing the Two Kinds of Knowledge for Holistic
Living

E.W. Kenyon’s distinction between natural and divine knowledge offers a profound framework for
understanding human consciousness and spiritual growth. Recognizing the limitations of empirical
understanding encourages believers to seek divine insight actively, fostering faith, hope, and divine
empowerment. As the world continues to evolve technologically and scientifically, the necessity of divine
knowledge remains constant—guiding believers beyond the surface of physical realities into the depths of
divine truth. By cultivating both types of knowledge wisely, individuals can navigate life with confidence,
wisdom, and spiritual resilience. Kenyon’s teachings remind us that true understanding emerges when faith
intersects with knowledge, illuminating the path toward divine purpose and eternal life. Embracing this
duality not only enriches personal faith but also advances the broader quest for spiritual enlightenment in a
complex and rapidly changing world.

Questions & Answers About two kinds of knowledge e w kenyon

No Question Answer

1 What are the two kinds of
knowledge discussed by E. W.
Kenyon?

E. W. Kenyon describes two kinds of knowledge: the natural or
human knowledge gained through education and experience,
and the spiritual or divine knowledge that comes from God
through the Holy Spirit.

2 How does E. W. Kenyon differentiate
between natural and spiritual
knowledge?

Kenyon explains that natural knowledge is limited and based on
human understanding, while spiritual knowledge is unlimited,
divine, and reveals truths that surpass human comprehension,
accessible through faith and spiritual insight.



3 Why is understanding the two kinds
of knowledge important in Kenyon's
teachings?

Understanding these two kinds of knowledge helps believers
differentiate between worldly wisdom and spiritual truth,
encouraging them to seek divine insight for a deeper
relationship with God and a victorious Christian life.

4 How can believers apply the concept
of two kinds of knowledge in their
daily lives according to E. W.
Kenyon?

Believers can apply this concept by prioritizing spiritual
learning through prayer, meditation on God's Word, and
trusting the Holy Spirit for divine insight, rather than relying
solely on human understanding.

5 What role does faith play in
acquiring the two kinds of
knowledge in Kenyon's teachings?

Faith is essential in Kenyon's teachings as it allows believers to
access divine knowledge, enabling them to understand spiritual
truths that are beyond natural comprehension and empowering
them to live victorious lives.

E.W. Kenyon, Christian metaphysics, divine healing, biblical principles, spiritual laws, faith healing, spiritual
growth, New Thought, prayer, divine power
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